VITAL SIGNS

Today’s job market requires a higher level of education and skills, placing a greater need for students to

remain in school and earn a high school diploma. Over the past several years, Baltimore City has
experienced improvements in school and student performance. Since 2005, fewer students withdrew
from school, fewer students were chronically absent, more students graduated from high school, and
student testing performance has increased. An important indicator tracked by BNIA-JFI, chronic

absence, has also decreased over the past few years. Students that are chronically absent have lower

graduation rates and are more likely to perform poorly in school. An article in the Baltimore Sun

indicated that the decrease in the dropout rate and chronic absenteeism may be linked to the decrease in

Baltimore City’s juvenile crime rate." Overall, our analysis of Baltimore City Public Schools data found

that:

A The percentage of students who withdrew before completion declined by 4.3 percentage points

from 2005 to 2009;

A The percentage of students who completed high school increased by nearly 8 percentage points

from 20005 to 2009; and
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the rate for middle school students decreased by 13.8 percentage points, and the rate for high
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The chronic absenteeism rate for elementary school students decreased by 2.4 percentage points,

education and youth indicators tracked by BNIA-JFI are described in greater detail below.

! Green, Erica. The Baltimore Sun. In Baltimore, more time in school means less juvenile crime. November 13, 2010.
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BNIA-JFI tracks thirty indicators for elementary, middle, and high school students in an effort to
measure the educational performance and youth engagement in Baltimore City. These indicators are
grouped into the following seven categories: student enrollment and demographics; dropout rate and
high school completion; student attendance, suspensions and expulsions; elementary and middle school
student achievement; high school performance; high school graduates prepared for higher education and
labor force participation; and youth civic engagement. The Baltimore City Public School System
provided the Education and Youth Engagement data to BNIA-JFI by the student’s home address. Using
student address level data allows BNIA-JFI to present data on educational performance by the
community in which the student lives, not by the school attended. This allows BNIA-JFI to examine the

relationship between community conditions and educational performance.

Student Enrollment and Demographics
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transformation, and

selective admission high schools. Since the 2006-2007 school year, total enrollment has begun to
stabilize after several years of declining enrollment. BNIA-JFI tracks eight indicators of student
enrollment and demographics which provide a base of understanding as to the students attending
Baltimore City Public Schools and are also used as the denominator in the various comparisons made in
the Vital Signs report.

A Total enrollment for elementary and high school students increased from 2008 to 2009. Total
enrollment for middle schools students has continued to decline from 2005.

A The majority of students that attend Baltimore City Schools are African American (87.8%).
While both the percentage of African American and white students has declined from 2005, the
percentage of Hispanic students has increased from 1.8% in 2005 to 3.0% in 2009. Itis
important to note that according to the 2009 American Community Survey, 25% of the
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children aged 5 to 17 are white, but are only 8% of the total enrollment in public school. We

believe that these are a majority of the students attending private schools.

A The percentage of students receiving free/reduced meals increased from 65.5% in 2008 to 70.9%

in 2009. This increase may be the result of the City School’s aggressive campaign to increase

participation in this program.

A The percentage of students who are enrolled in Special Education programs has remained steady,
averaging 16.2% from 2005 to 2009.

Dropout Rate and High School Completion

The City Schools and numerous other partners, including the City government, foundations, and non-

profits have focused their efforts on reducing the number of school dropouts and increasing high school

completion. For instance, the Baltimore City Schools created the Great Kids Come Back program and

the Family League has
dropout prevention as part
of its Youth Development
Strategy. Reports, studies,
and news articles have
linked a lower dropout rate
and increasing graduation
rate to higher wages and
economic security, better
health outcomes, and
reduced criminal activity. A
study by the Baltimore City
Department of Health
found that nearly all of the

youths involved in violent
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crime from 2002 to 2007 were chronically absent and that well over half had been either suspended or
expelled. BNIA-JFI tracks both the dropout rate of students (9™ through 12 grade) and the high school

completion rate of Baltimore City Public School Students.

A The percentage of students in grades nine through 12 in Baltimore City who withdrew from

school before completion has declined by over four percentage points from 10.2% in 2005 to

5.9% in 2009.

A Tn 2009, less than 6.0% of high school students withdrew before completion. This is a decrease
of nearly 2 percentage points from 2008.
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A Since 2005, the percentage of students that withdraw before completion declined in 51 of the 55
CSAs. The decline in the percentage of students that withdraw was greatest in
Jonestown/Oldtown (-12.0%), Poppleton/The Terraces/Hollins Market (-11.5%), Southwest
Baltimore (-11.5%),
and Washington

Village (-10.4%). Baltimore City Public High School Completion Rate
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increased by nearly
eight percentage points from 73.4% in 2005 to 81.4% in 2009.

Student Attendance, Suspensions and Expulsions

The City Schools and its numerous partners have also made increasing student attendance a priority. As
an example, Baltimore City Schools in partnership with the Open Society Institute, the Baltimore
Education Research Consortium (BERC), and BNIA-JFI, participated in a workgroup focused on
identifying the number of chronically absent students, the schools where they are registered to attend,
and the neighborhoods impacted by high rates and numbers of chronically absent students. Students
that miss significant amounts of school have been shown to have lower student performance, are more
likely to drop out, lower graduation rates, and increased behavior problems. A study by the National
Center for Children in Poverty found that students who missed at least 10% of days in kindergarten
scored lower in reading, math, and general knowledge tests when compared to students who missed
fewer days of school.? Keeping students in school is essential to increasing graduation rates. This is
especially true for keeping elementary school students engaged and attending school. Students who are
chronically absent in the early grades are more likely to continue to be chronically absent in later grades
and not complete their education. Research by the BERC has found that chronically absent 9™ graders
had already established poor attendance patterns in eatlier school years.” BNIA-JFI tracks the chronic

absenteeism rate (the percent of students who miss 20 or more school days per year) for elementary

% htep:/ fwww.ncep.org/publications/pub_837.html
? http://baltimore-berc.org/pdfs/3A%20Final %20report_06-15-10.pdf
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school students, middle school students, and high school students. In addition, BNIA-JFI also tracks the
percentage of students who were suspended or expelled during the school year.

A Tn 2009, almost 3,400 elementary school students were chronically absent. The percentage of
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