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Neighborhood Action and Sense of Community 

Baltimore City has a rich history of community organizing and involvement.  BNIA-JFI tracks 
several neighborhood and community indicators to measure the extent in which the City’s 
neighborhoods are active, organized, and empowered.  Highlights of changes in the 
neighborhood action and sense of community indicators tracked by BNIA-JFI include: 

Neighborhood Groups 

• In 2008, the City reported nearly 500 neighborhood associations and block clubs.  This 
number has decreased since 2003 when there were 650 neighborhood associations and 
block clubs.  It is hard to determine the cause of this decrease, but it may be due to less 
engaged residents and/or groups not registering their information with the City 
Department of Planning that maintains the list of community groups in Baltimore City.  

• The number of Community Development Corporations (CDCs) increased from 45 in 
2003 to 60 in 2008.  CDCs provide important and wide-ranging programs, services, and 
other activities that promote and support community but are primarily engaged in housing 
development. 

Neighborhood Initiatives 

• The number of neighborhoods with a Healthy Neighborhood Initiative program (HNI) 
has nearly doubled from 10 in 2006 to 19 in 2008.  The mission of HNI is to help strong 
but undervalued City neighborhoods increase home values, market their community, 
create high standards for property improvements, and forge strong connections among 
neighbors. 

• The number of registered historic buildings has increased by 19% from 2003 to 2008.  As 
of 2008, there are over 8,600 designated historic buildings in Baltimore City with the 
largest numbers of these buildings located in Midtown and Fells Point.  

Voter Participation 

• The percentage of the City’s residents who are registered to vote increased from 59.0% in 
2002 to 67.0% in 2008.   
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• The percentage of the City’s residents who voted in the general election increased by 
18.1% percentage points from 32.6% in 2002 to 50.7% in 2008.  An increasing level of 
voter turnout may be an indicator that residents are becoming more involved in 
community and in civic decisions that may impact their neighborhoods. 

 



2003 2007 2008 2003 2007 2008 2003 2007 2008 2003 2007 2008
111131notliH htuoS/notgnivrI/eladnellA1 2 2 2 0 2 2 0 0 0

01slliH tseW/slliH neT/dleifhceeB2 4 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
3 Belair-Edison 6 4 4 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
4 Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/Hawkins Point 6 6 6 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0
5 Canton 7 7 7 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 2 2
6 Cedonia/Frankford 3 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
7 Cherry Hill 5 3 3 2 3 3 1 1 1 0 0 0
8 Chinquapin Park/Belvedere 9 5 5 1 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0
9 Claremont/Armistead 4 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

81aereB-notfilC01 9 9 1 2 2 0 0 0 1 1 1
11 Cross-Country/Cheswolde 4 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
12 Dickeyville/Franklintown 6 4 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 1

41notrubhsA/retsehcroD31 8 8 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0
21lliH noteS/nwotnwoD41 4 4 2 5 5 2 1 1 0 3 3

15 Edmondson Village 7 6 6 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0
71tnioP slleF61 7 7 1 0 0 3 1 1 0 2 2
01koorblaW/kraP tseroF71 9 9 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0
21ffatslaF-nelG81 8 8 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1
81yalcraB/egalliV selrahC retaerG91 9 9 1 5 5 2 2 2 1 1 1

111161snavoG retaerG02 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0
010111nimwadnoM retaerG12 0 1 1 3 2 2 0 0 0

11lliH ralpoP/kraP dnaloR retaerG22 8 8 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 0
727263tnomesoR retaerG32 2 0 0 2 1 1 1 1 1
01019tsaE tnuomneerG42 2 2 2 1 0 0 0 0 0

25 Hamilton 9 3 3 0 1 1 1 2 2 0 0 0
26 Harford/Echodale 8 2 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
27 Highlandtown 5 3 3 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
28 Howard Park/West Arlington 6 5 5 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0

010161lliH laredeF/robraH rennI92 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
414191nwotdlO/nwotsenoJ03 1 0 0 2 1 1 0 0 0

31ellivaruaL13 7 7 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0
01nevaR hcoL23 5 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

33 Madison/East End 6 9 9 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
34 Medfield/Hampden/Woodberry/Remington 6 11 11 0 0 0 1 1 1 4 7 7

01017nwotdiM53 1 2 2 2 1 1 3 3 3
36 Midway/Coldstream 3 3 3 1 2 2 1 0 0 0 0 0
37 Morrell Park/Violetville 5 6 6 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
38 Mount Washington/Coldspring 9 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 2
39 North Baltimore/Guilford/Homeland 4 19 19 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

010181doowhtroN04 0 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0
41 Orangeville/East Highlandtown 4 4 4 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
42 Patterson Park North & East 6 2 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0

323241lliH riovreseR/htroN nneP34 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0
21tsaE elddiM/snikreP44 7 7 1 3 3 2 2 2 0 0 0

02027potlliH/notgnilrA/ocilmiP54 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
46 Poppleton/The Terraces/Hollins Market 17 7 7 3 3 3 4 5 5 0 0 0
47 Sandtown-Winchester/Harlem Park 10 20 20 3 2 2 5 4 4 0 0 0

21eromitlaB htuoS84 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 0 0
81nretsaehtuoS94 3 3 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

020261sthgieH kraP nrehtuoS05 3 2 2 1 1 1 0 0 0
11eromitlaB tsewhtuoS15 9 9 1 1 1 1 0 0 2 1 1
11seilrevaW ehT25 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

53 U t /D id H i ht 36 10 10 2 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 0

Parks and environmental 
stewardship groups

Community Statistical Area

Indicators Neighborhood associations and 
block clubs*

Community development 
corporations "Umbrella" organizations

010163sthgieH diurD/notpU35 2 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 0
54 Washington Village/ Pigtown 9 6 6 2 2 2 1 1 1 2 1 1
55 Westport/Mount Winans/Lakeland 9 2 2 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0

232353343445060654284284056ytiC eromitlaB

NOTES:
Total is not the sum of the columns, Citywide groups that are active in neighborhoods are included in the Baltimore City number
See the EXPLANATIONS for calculation considerations and definitions of these Vital Signs
  * To the extent possible, none of the groups in the Neighborhood Groups category are repeated 

3



Community
gardens

2005** 2006 2007 2008 2003 2007 2008
1 A 0014notliH htuoS/notgnivrI/eladnell

1941943742slliH tseW/slliH neT/dleifhceeB2
1nosidE-rialeB3 yes yes yes 1 0 0

001seysey1tnioP snikwaH/yaB sitruC/nylkoorB4
2211notnaC5
0022drofknarF/ainodeC6
0000lliH yrrehC7

1eredevleB/kraP nipauqnihC8 yes yes yes 1 0 0
0000daetsimrA/tnomeralC9
8777832aereB-notfilC01
0303030edlowsehC/yrtnuoC-ssorC11
8919912611nwotnilknarF/ellivyekciD21

13 Dorchester/Ashburton 000sey0
2036926330lliH noteS/nwotnwoD41

000sey1egalliV nosdnomdE51
993,1593,11611tnioP slleF61

3koorblaW/kraP tseroF71 yes yes yes 2 0 0
000seysey0ffatslaF-nelG81

6yalcraB/egalliV selrahC retaerG91 yes yes yes 5 53 53
0003snavoG retaerG02

1nimwadnoM retaerG12 yes yes yes 0 0 0
515120lliH ralpoP/kraP dnaloR retaerG22

23 Greater Rosemont 001seysey2
24 Greenmount East 0034

0000notlimaH52
0000eladohcE/drofraH62

0nwotdnalhgiH72 yes yes yes 0 0 0
000sey2notgnilrA tseW/kraP drawoH82
1651650953lliH laredeF/robraH rennI92
1161163631nwotdlO/nwotsenoJ03

2ellivaruaL13 yes yes yes 0 0 1
0000nevaR hcoL23
0003dnE tsaE/nosidaM33
933331notgnimeR/yrrebdooW/nedpmaH/dleifdeM43

2nwotdiM53 yes yes yes 2,694 1,857 1,893
991seysey0maertsdloC/yawdiM63
0001ellivteloiV/kraP llerroM73
1511517412gnirpsdloC/notgnihsaW tnuoM83

827230dnalemoH/drofliuG/eromitlaB htroN93
0000doowhtroN04

41 Orangeville/East Highlandtown 0 0 0 0

Indicators

Community Statistical Area

Areas with a Healthy 
Neighborhood Initiative 

program***

Number of designated local 
historic buildings (CHAP)

41 Orangeville/East Highlandtown 0 0 0 0
42 Patterson Park North & East 2 yes yes yes 42 47 46

1lliH riovreseR/htroN nneP34 yes yes yes 454 583 579
1131110tsaE elddiM/snikreP44

000seysey0potlliH/notgnilrA/ocilmiP54
3843848444tekraM snilloH/secarreT ehT/notelppoP64

1119kraP melraH/retsehcniW-nwotdnaS74
0000eromitlaB htuoS84
0001nretsaehtuoS94

50 Southern Park Heights 0000
2482483874eromitlaB tsewhtuoS15

181832seysey2seilrevaW ehT25
6246247341sthgieH diurD/notpU35

0092nwotgiP /egalliV notgnihsaW45
0010dnalekaL/snaniW tnuoM/troptseW55

Baltimore City 436,8295,8952,797

NOTES:
Total is not the sum of the columns, Citywide groups that are active in neighborhoods are included in the Baltimore City number
See the EXPLANATIONS for calculation considerations and definitions of these Vital Signs
  ** Data not currenlty available. Parks and People are still conducting a survey of community gardens in Baltimore.
  *** Healthy Neighboorhoods are the neighborhood and not the CSA. For a full description of each of the Healthy Neighborhoods please go to: 
http://www.healthyneighborhoods.org/
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2002 2004 2006 2008 Change 2002-
2008

2002 2004 2006 2008 Change 2002-
2008

1 Allendale/Irvington/South Hilton 58.35 61.77 65.71 69.66 11.31 31.66 42.47 27.40 50.83 19.18
2 Beechfield/Ten Hills/West Hills 61.69 67.68 71.26 75.66 13.97 37.14 50.74 36.22 62.86 25.72

29.5289.0646.2307.7460.5355.856.0744.5783.8601.26nosidE-rialeB3
4 Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/Hawkins Point 35.76 41.11 50.57 53.37 17.61 16.68 24.27 16.28 30.20 13.53

99.6283.2691.8361.1593.5398.227.5651.7899.2738.26notnaC5
23.5297.6505.0321.3474.1351.7126.1799.9641.1674.45drofknarF/ainodeC6
01.6257.7536.6232.5456.1304.3-75.3637.0834.5779.66lliH yrrehC7

8 Chinquapin Park/Belvedere 66.55 71.97 74.81 73.79 7.24 40.95 53.64 37.81 61.27 20.32
9 Claremont/Armistead 47.31 50.66 54.46 65.19 17.88 22.71 32.62 21.69 39.71 17.00

46.7119.1503.9248.1462.4303.4-60.4607.3776.6663.86aereB-notfilC01
33.4167.5652.0583.3634.1535.1-30.2720.5864.0865.37edlowsehC/yrtnuoC-ssorC11

12 Dickeyville/Franklintown 46.20 53.54 57.95 68.84 22.64 24.50 38.60 22.56 44.86 20.35
88.8130.0677.6330.2551.1490.682.3733.4762.1791.76notrubhsA/retsehcroD31

14 Downtown/Seton Hill 35.88 43.56 78.29 57.25 21.37 13.11 28.57 23.77 53.66 40.55
15 Edmondson Village 73.96 79.09 80.59 71.73 -2.23 41.63 54.23 36.02 63.57 21.94
16 Fells Point 52.53 61.08 70.44 63.19 10.66 28.93 40.84 29.69 49.09 20.16

70.9127.2578.8278.3456.3389.0162.0714.6639.2682.95koorblaW/kraP tseroF71
40.8197.5573.6342.0557.7362.736.9675.2764.0773.26ffatslaF-nelG81

19 Greater Charles Village/Barclay 43.40 46.42 53.18 62.07 18.67 22.71 32.38 21.60 36.33 13.62
07.4279.0666.4300.6472.6316.630.1720.7718.6624.46snavoG retaerG02
15.9189.6507.2309.7474.7335.088.7631.5726.0753.76nimwadnoM retaerG12

22 Greater Roland Park/Poplar Hill 75.94 80.80 86.03 78.79 2.85 52.39 63.01 58.86 71.20 18.81
23 Greater Rosemont 67.89 68.92 70.43 65.75 -2.13 34.91 45.14 28.17 51.49 16.58
24 Greenmount East 64.20 63.19 68.51 60.14 -4.06 29.10 35.96 23.26 45.36 16.26

32.1220.8573.7374.7497.6345.5139.2797.1734.3693.75notlimaH52
17.8192.4594.4374.6485.5337.2164.0717.9663.4637.75eladohcE/drofraH62
81.6108.5446.8230.9316.9253.536.1697.9604.2682.65nwotdnalhgiH72
37.8108.0698.7311.2560.2488.375.2702.6738.3707.86notgnilrA tseW/kraP drawoH82
07.0237.7591.7300.1520.7377.584.7605.8765.6617.16lliH laredeF/robraH rennI92
19.4220.8422.3296.2321.3244.618.7566.2755.5583.15nwotdlO/nwotsenoJ03
29.6111.5502.8326.9481.8362.3183.2711.0741.6631.95ellivaruaL13
19.7279.3693.6394.8460.6324.7152.6779.3762.5638.85nevaR hcoL23
46.7109.1421.9118.3362.4216.189.7551.4656.7573.65dnE tsaE/nosidaM33

34 Medfield/Hampden/Woodberry/Remington 52.84 59.72 70.80 68.02 15.17 31.62 43.64 35.27 51.88 20.27
29.8136.5482.7284.0417.6271.6116.4641.4639.4544.84nwotdiM53

36 Midway/Coldstream 67.60 68.43 68.51 62.80 -4.80 31.31 42.13 24.48 47.01 15.70
37 Morrell Park/Violetville 40.05 45.43 54.00 58.57 18.52 22.38 30.06 23.47 34.17 11.79
38 Mount Washington/Coldspring 81.39 88.99 94.86 77.68 -3.72 59.82 72.79 61.56 77.14 17.32
39 North Baltimore/Guilford/Homeland 54.36 58.51 65.31 73.84 19.47 39.29 47.91 40.96 50.65 11.36

64.8122.7512.6354.9477.8393.0160.3705.1720.8676.26doowhtroN04
41 Orangeville/East Highlandtown 48.53 50.35 52.77 52.42 3.89 23.98 29.97 21.02 28.89 4.91
42 Patterson Park North & East 52.74 57.74 65.03 59.49 6.75 24.69 35.89 23.72 42.80 18.11

09.7178.7421.5280.1479.9231.770.6654.4643.2649.85lliH riovreseR/htroN nneP34
44 Perkins/Middle East 59.16 57.92 56.68 56.57 -2.59 25.32 34.24 18.17 35.92 10.60
45 Pimlico/Arlington/Hilltop 58.20 61.15 64.71 65.62 7.41 30.15 38.88 26.04 48.00 17.84
46 Poppleton/The Terraces/Hollins Market 56.13 60.95 67.64 61.92 5.78 26.32 38.82 22.30 47.66 21.34
47 Sandtown-Winchester/Harlem Park 60.83 61.29 67.71 61.02 0.20 26.30 36.33 22.30 46.40 20.10

Indicators

Community Statistical Area

Percent population ages 18 and over who are registered to 
vote

Percent population 18 years and over who voted in the 
general election

48 South Baltimore 59.60 67.37 85.11 67.96 8.36 34.41 47.66 38.55 63.52 29.12
72.851.0313.9197.7288.1291.366.0559.6585.0574.74nretsaehtuoS94

50 Southern Park Heights 54.89 61.27 65.29 64.24 9.35 26.96 39.57 23.71 47.53 20.58
51 Southwest Baltimore 48.44 50.77 57.88 58.53 10.09 21.04 29.71 18.60 38.29 17.25

64.7254.3668.6322.0500.6304.340.0765.1813.2746.66seilrevaW ehT25
75.2245.8419.3275.7379.5232.032.0683.0712.3699.95sthgieH diurD/notpU35

54 Washington Village/ Pigtown 48.63 52.80 64.68 63.24 14.61 23.84 34.54 23.13 45.75 21.90
55 Westport/Mount Winans/Lakeland 49.45 54.03 57.88 63.32 13.87 23.75 34.43 20.63 40.20 16.45

21.8137.0511.0376.3406.2399.779.6654.9606.3689.85ytiC eromitlaB
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