
1 
 

 

Workforce and Economic Development 

Baltimore City is not only home to nearly 637,000 residents; it is also a center for economic 
activity.  The City serves as a place where people who live both inside and outside of the City 
work and shop for goods and services.  BNIA-JFI tracks several workforce and economic 
development indicators that measure the job-readiness of working adults and neighborhood 
commercial districts.  The workforce and economic development indicators tracked by BNIA-JFI 
are described below.    

Labor Force Participation and Employment 

• Consistent with the current recession, the percentage of persons in Baltimore City that are 
unemployed increased from 7.4% in 2003 to 9.8% in 2008. 

• The percentage of persons in Baltimore City between the ages of 16 and 64 that are 
employed has increased from 53.9% in 2006 to 57.3% in 2008.   

Educational Attainment 

• From 2000 to 2008, there was a slight improvement in the number of persons (aged 25 
and above) that have a high school diploma (29.4% to 30.3%). 

• The percentage of City residents with at least some college education (aged 25 and 
above) increased from 45.1% in 2000 to 50.9% in 2008. 

Commercial Investment Activity 

• The percentage of commercial properties that applied for and received a rehabilitation 
permit of greater than $5,000 increased from 2003 (4.2%) to 2008 (13.3%) indicating a 
greater demand to invest in and do business in an area for the long term.   

Businesses and Successful Small Businesses 

• Of the approximately 26,000 businesses in Baltimore City in 2008, 20.1% are located in 
the Downtown/Seton Hill CSA.   
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• In 2008, there were approximately 304,000 persons employed by businesses in Baltimore 
City.  These persons include both City residents and persons who live outside of 
Baltimore City. 

• In 2008, 46.7% of businesses in Baltimore City can be considered to be small and 
successful businesses.  These firms have 50 or fewer employees and are more than four 
years old.  The CSAs with the greatest percentage of small and successful businesses is 
Edmonson Village (69.2%) followed by Greenmount East (65.8%).   

 



 Percent of 
population ages 16-
64 that is employed

Percent of population ages 
16-64 that is unemployed 

and looking for work

Percent of population 
ages 16-64 that is not 

in labor force
Unemployment Rate 

2000 2000 2000 2000
1 Allendale/Irvington/South Hilton 60.36 9.58 29.58 13.60
2 Beechfield/Ten Hills/West Hills 70.59 5.53 23.34 7.22
3 Belair-Edison 62.24 7.33 30.43 10.54
4 Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/Hawkins Point 58.60 6.67 34.73 10.22
5 Canton 69.14 4.61 26.25 6.25
6 Cedonia/Frankford 66.47 4.20 28.96 5.91
7 Cherry Hill 46.64 10.34 43.02 18.15
8 Chinquapin Park/Belvedere 73.21 5.00 21.52 6.37

49.3137.5369.813.55daetsimrA/tnomeralC9
10 Clifton-Berea 44.19 9.76 45.94 18.06
11 Cross-Country/Cheswolde 72.75 2.78 24.47 3.68
12 Dickeyville/Franklintown 60.50 4.55 34.95 6.99
13 Dorchester/Ashburton 59.98 8.31 31.72 12.17

47.2172.8495.666.44liH noteS/nwotnwoD41
15 Edmondson Village 56.91 10.46 32.62 15.53
16 Fells Point 72.65 4.25 22.67 5.50

94.2191.6379.787.55koorblaW/kraP tseroF71
18 Glen-Falstaff 65.58 5.61 28.59 7.86
19 Greater Charles Village/Barclay 59.80 3.78 36.42 5.94
20 Greater Govans 59.62 9.59 30.79 13.85
21 Greater Mondawmin 53.83 9.10 36.96 14.44
22 Greater Roland Park/Poplar Hill 76.09 3.49 20.42 4.38
23 Greater Rosemont 51.70 11.51 36.79 18.21
24 Greenmount East 41.87 10.91 47.22 20.67

06.293.3299.126.47notlimaH52
26 Harford/Echodale 70.43 4.36 25.21 5.83
27 Highlandtown 66.73 3.90 29.23 5.51
28 Howard Park/West Arlington 58.75 7.50 33.55 11.29
29 Inner Harbor/Federal Hill 75.05 3.29 21.57 4.19
30 Jonestown/Oldtown 36.50 10.57 52.93 22.46
31 Lauraville 72.33 6.05 21.62 7.71
32 Loch Raven 71.67 4.42 23.90 5.81
33 Madison/East End 43.36 13.81 42.83 24.16
34 Medfield/Hampden/Woodberry/Remington 71.15 4.74 24.02 6.24
35 Midtown 60.67 4.56 34.77 6.99
36 Midway/Coldstream 49.08 10.55 40.37 17.70
37 Morrell Park/Violetville 66.52 4.35 29.13 6.14
38 Mount Washington/Coldspring 80.44 1.82 17.54 2.20
39 North Baltimore/Guilford/Homeland 32.24 4.55 33.12 6.81
40 Northwood 62.49 8.79 28.64 12.31

Community Statistical Area

40 Northwood 62.49 8.79 28.64 12.31
41 Orangeville/East Highlandtown 58.55 3.48 37.63 5.57
42 Patterson Park North & East 57.61 7.10 35.21 10.96
43 Penn North/Reservoir Hill 51.91 12.55 35.54 19.47
44 Perkins/Middle East 45.00 13.97 41.03 23.69
45 Pimlico/Arlington/Hilltop 53.72 8.61 37.47 13.77
46 Poppleton/The Terraces/Hollins Market 42.53 9.52 47.61 18.16
47 Sandtown-Winchester/Harlem Park 45.95 10.49 43.37 18.52
48 South Baltimore 68.77 5.35 25.88 7.22
49 Southeastern 56.49 10.18 32.90 15.17
50 Southern Park Heights 47.89 8.79 43.32 15.51
51 Southwest Baltimore 46.10 11.29 42.62 19.67

78.1182.2340.843.95seilrevaW ehT25
53 Upton/Druid Heights 45.70 12.28 42.03 21.17
54 Washington Village/Pigtown 51.21 6.21 42.26 10.75
55 Westport/Mount Winans/Lakeland 56.31 9.09 34.47 13.88

58.63 7.15 34.11 10.86
Baltimore City - 2006 Update 53.91 6.46 39.58 10.70
Baltimore City - 2007 Update 54.09 6.06 39.76 10.10
Baltimore City - 2008 Update 57.30 6.20 36.40 9.80
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Percent of population 
ages 25-64 that have a 
high school diploma or 

equivilent ONLY

Percent of population 
age 25-64 that have 
some college and 

above

2000 2000
1 Allendale/Irvington/South Hilton 34.92 40.24

36.1654.52slliH tseW/slliH neT/dleifhceeB2
91.4411.43nosidE-rialeB3

4 Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/Hawkins Point 36.28 26.26
29.6632.61notnaC5
01.6415.43drofknarF/ainodeC6
72.4251.14lliH yrrehC7
68.8558.02eredevleB/kraP nipauqnihC8
83.7273.14daetsimrA/tnomeralC9
87.1286.73aereB-notfilC01

11 Cross-Country/Cheswolde 13.13 80.23
99.0518.13nwotnilknarF/ellivyekciD21
06.7490.92notrubhsA/retsehcroD31
82.3551.71lliH noteS/nwotnwoD41
82.4336.53egalliV nosdnomdE51

16 Fells Point 16.86 63.67
17.3412.53koorblaW/kraP tseroF71

18 Glen-Falstaff 28.87 55.67
19 Greater Charles Village/Barclay 19.55 65.84
20 Greater Govans 33.48 39.59
21 Greater Mondawmin 34.36 33.74

37.2935.4lliH ralpoP/kraP dnaloR retaerG22
23 Greater Rosemont 37.93 31.88
24 Greenmount East 34.64 26.83

29.2566.03notlimaH52
02.3523.03eladohcE/drofraH62
05.0472.13nwotdnalhgiH72
76.7434.33notgnilrA tseW/kraP drawoH82

29 Inner Harbor/Federal Hill 14.84 72.56
30 Jonestown/Oldtown 30.20 31.82

74.1610.62ellivaruaL13
76.6573.82nevaR hcoL23
46.2200.63dnE tsaE/nosidaM33

34 Medfield/Hampden/Woodberry/Remington 28.70 45.99
12.0745.41nwotdiM53

36 Midway/Coldstream 39.02 24.13
37 Morrell Park/Violetville 37 55 25 28

Community Statistical Area

37 Morrell Park/Violetville 37.55 25.28
85.1900.5gnirpsdloC/notgnihsaW tnuoM83
47.6865.8dnalemoH/drofliuG/eromitlaB htroN93
66.9576.72doowhtroN04

41 Orangeville/East Highlandtown 32.94 33.08
42 Patterson Park North & East 27.61 33.17

76.7392.23lliH riovreseR/htroN nneP34
44 Perkins/Middle East 38.40 30.15

88.2325.63potlliH/notgnilrA/ocilmiP54
46 Poppleton/The Terraces/Hollins Market 27.96 29.10

29.4280.53kraP melraH/retsehcniW-nwotdnaS74
36.9311.03eromitlaB htuoS84
63.7201.83nretsaehtuoS94
21.7275.63sthgieH kraP nrehtuoS05
89.2236.23eromitlaB tsewhtuoS15
76.1422.13seilrevaW ehT25

53 Upton/Druid Heights 30.42 28.68
83.6228.53nwotgiP/egalliV notgnihsaW45
78.8226.63dnalekaL/snaniW tnuoM/troptseW55

29.39 45.09
Baltimore City - 2006 Update 29.45 44.73
Baltimore City - 2007 Update 29.44 45.94
Baltimore City - 2008 Update 30.33 50.86

          Baltimore City 

4



2003 2007 2008 % Change 
2003-2008

2003 2007 2008 Change
2003-2008

64.790.0100.0136.200.02822032091notliH htuoS/notgnivrI/eladnellA1
00.5200.5205.2200.033.33644046slliH tseW/slliH neT/dleifhceeB2

60.546.774.0185.292.1751271551nosidE-rialeB3
69.591.772.3232.124.24596296884tnioP snikwaH/yaB sitruC/nylkoorB4
09.1161.9181.7162.742.17-412722447notnaC5

36.880.2146.954.379.1702082302drofknarF/ainodeC6
01.21-33.976.6234.1217.534575741lliH yrrehC7
70.1133.6184.462.559.82947683eredevleB/kraP nipauqnihC8
23.3154.6134.5131.300.57325126123daetsimrA/tnomeralC9

19.757.883.3148.094.23-061751732aereB-notfilC01
33.3333.3314.700.0A/N12720edlowsehC/yrtnuoC-ssorC11
00.0500.0507.800.000.00742323nwotnilknarF/ellivyekciD21

64.097.873.2133.876.15197906notrubhsA/retsehcroD31
68.2176.0286.8218.708.5-345,1816,1836,1lliH noteS/nwotnwoD41
81.8181.8100.000.000.001,222121egalliV nosdnomdE51

75.646.2118.4170.689.36-225045944,1tnioP slleF61
72.7272.7200.500.092.412440441koorblaW/kraP tseroF71

67.657.3158.999.670.72192523922ffatslaF-nelG81
41.1129.4179.4187.312.11-016807786yalcraB/egalliV selrahC retaerG91
83.2204.3278.620.180.4-4913189snavoG retaerG02

14.753.997.1249.125.23-931971602nimwadnoM retaerG12
64.4289.3339.5125.942.54130131124lliH ralpoP/kraP dnaloR retaerG22

31.969.1136.538.212.31-672482813tnomesoR retaerG32
79.662.796.792.021.84-971281543tsaE tnuomneerG42
56.480.776.634.219.2212522602notlimaH52
49.347.706.908.307.8-861521481eladohcE/drofraH62
56.727.0156.8170.372.46-373683440,1nwotdnalhgiH72
61.425.997.4163.505.26174124165notgnilrA tseW/kraP drawoH82
18.6127.3297.6219.691.74-725065899lliH laredeF/robraH rennI92

76.734.0171.0267.222.34-368338025,1nwotdlO/nwotsenoJ03
15.120.784.615.596.15-411801632ellivaruaL13
15.0215.0200.0300.000.05593046nevaR hcoL23

05.500.889.505.213.54-571481023dnE tsaE/nosidaM33
34 Medfield/Hampden/Woodberry/Remington 512 476 495 -3.32 3.52 14.50 9.29 5.77

81.1179.4144.3197.301.71280,1720,1429nwotdiM53
52.160.317.518.128.03-922012133maertsdloC/yawdiM63
46.1142.3110.5106.100.481553353521ellivteloiV/kraP llerroM73
57.0283.3292.3236.236.201773783gnirpsdloC/notgnihsaW tnuoM83
53.6132.7103.1388.077.801832131411dnalemoH/drofliuG/eromitlaB htroN93
06.8106.8153.2300.033.852344321doowhtroN04

89.957.2183.1277.262.59494944352nwotdnalhgiH tsaE/ellivegnarO14
66.778.3193.4112.674.95-731231833tsaE & htroN kraP nosrettaP24
24.454.617.0130.270.55-551041543lliH riovreseR/htroN nneP34
77.1635.4655.2467.251.21302881181tsaE elddiM/snikreP44
53.0149.3114.2295.337.6-802471322potlliH/notgnilrA/ocilmiP54

46 Poppleton/The Terraces/Hollins Market 543 255 251 -53.78 0.55 12.16 11.55 11.00
27.5145.1286.0128.548.06-591602894kraP melraH/retsehcniW-nwotdnaS74

48 S th B lti 200 185 200 0 00 7 50 18 92 24 00 16 50

Community Statistical Area

Total Commercial Properties Percent of commercial properties with building 
permits for rehab above $5,000 *

05.6100.4229.8105.700.0002581002eromitlaB htuoS84
82.0263.3233.9280.396.76340338256nretsaehtuoS94

90.528.824.537.378.62071661431sthgieH kraP nrehtuoS05
57.337.504.489.170.1366956656eromitlaB tsewhtuoS15
89.995.2117.1116.293.71531111511seilrevaW ehT25
30.1137.3193.4107.256.9482462952sthgieH diurD/notpU35

76.075.526.4109.492.311503103341nwotgiP/egalliV notgnihsaW45
23.8267.2393.8144.476.68247147154dnalekaL/snaniW tnuoM/troptseW55

17,861 16,448 16,533 -7.44 4.17 15.58 13.29 9.12

NOTES:
See the EXPLANATIONS after this table for calculation considerations and definitions of these Vital Signs
* The previously reported dataset of Commercial Vacancies has been discontinued due to a lack of a source for the data. 
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Total businesses 
as of the 4th 

quarter of year 

Total number of 
Employees Total retail sales 

Number of 
Businesses with 

under 50 
employees

Number of 
Businesses with

50 to 100 
Employees

Percent of All 
Businesses over 4 
years old as of the 
4th quarter of year

Percent of all businesses 
with 50 employees or less 
that are more than 4 years 

old

2008 2008 2008 2008 2008 2008 2008
1 A 81.2275.228572710,292,001$023,2882notliH htuoS/notgnivrI/eladnell
2 60.7143.711071264,09$341,1371slliH tseW/slliH neT/dleifhceeB
3 18.3258.327132647,292$513,1932nosidE-rialeB
4 Brooklyn/Curtis Bay/Hawkins Point 663 8,367 $3,428,389 625 19 28.36 28.32
5 14.4242.4201183856,165$142,3693notnaC
6 38.3333.335504294,885$674,2414drofknarF/ainodeC
7 00.5241.522271083,841$318,2571lliH yrrehC
8 34.4311.433221147,931$550,1921eredevleB/kraP nipauqnihC
9 58.5232.5201502210,576$387,2812daetsimrA/tnomeralC
10 47.6211.8231271962,011$770,1581aereB-notfilC
11 08.9253.923891073,801$195102edlowsehC/yrtnuoC-ssorC
12 96.9232.92146226,62$40856nwotnilknarF/ellivyekciD
13 76.0310.134051958,26$550,1851notrubhsA/retsehcroD
14 05.3365.3386570,5473,070,708$291,95922,5lliH noteS/nwotnwoD
15 32.9621.96356991,52$85486egalliV nosdnomdE
16 Fells Point 522 5,626 $660,796 505 12 63.22 62.77
17 09.8564.951641584,29$146841koorblaW/kraP tseroF
18 17.3649.3661227961,019$699,7647ffatslaF-nelG
19 21.8411.846460,1933,431,1$686,01580,1yalcraB/egalliV selrahC retaerG
20 84.1233.120941841,16$417051snavoG retaerG
21 47.0475.9311612488,452$541,2032nimwadnoM retaerG
22 44.1686.2601204353,933$334,3814lliH ralpoP/kraP dnaloR retaerG
23 58.3521.4511523835,766$209,1043tnomesoR retaerG
24 77.5633.563222197,701$413,1522tsaE tnuomneerG
25 77.0679.066062490,582$997,1962notlimaH
26 Harford/Echodale 369 3,203 $417,703 356 8 57.45 57.58
27 Highlandtown 468 2,830 $650,043 455 11 60.04 59.56
28 Howard Park/West Arlington 189 2,637 $307,112 177 5 63.49 61.02
29 Inner Harbor/Federal Hill 1108 18,156 $507,700,368 992 36 50.99 50.30
30 Jonestown/Oldtown 674 7,437 $938,251 654 13 41.39 41.59

80.7525.652622126,132$706,1032ellivaruaL13
28.4579.456233138,422$652,4243nevaR hcoL23

33 Madison/East End 219 685 $139,589 219 0 47.95 46.12
57.6459.6481689184,631,2$367,01810,1notgnimeR/yrrebdooW/nedpmaH/dleifdeM43
41.7348.7323592,1489,143,2$913,71543,1nwotdiM53
73.6577.655952268,273$876,1662maertsdloC/yawdiM63
94.1614.1651816093,307,1$386,11356ellivteloiV/kraP llerroM73
95.3652.4632591139,472$064,2122gnirpsdloC/notgnihsaW tnuoM83
87.3677.365054778,443$255,3164dnalemoH/drofliuG/eromitlaB htroN93
26.7459.542501330,64$007111doowhtroN04
72.0637.0612985812,018,2$638,9926nwotdnalhgiH tsaE/ellivegnarO14

42 Patterson Park North & East 263 1,182 $146,024 258 3 58.94 58.91
90.2630.262281716,823$337,1781lliH riovreseR/htroN nneP34

44 Perkins/Middle East 986 20,541 $721,243 970 13 60.65 60.62
48.7500.855015172,093$923,01915potlliH/notgnilrA/ocilmiP54
39.6509.852731753,414$956,1641tekraM snilloH/secarreT ehT/notelppoP64
18.0639.066372005,441$964,1972kraP melraH/retsehcniW-nwotdnaS74
16.5573.557322144,446$378,3242eromitlaB htuoS84
73.1641.3623224975,592,3$703,31274nretsaehtuoS94
37.0619.063191738,971,007$052,1791sthgieH kraP nrehtuoS05
16.2548.258715294,887$046,5825eromitlaB tsewhtuoS15
74.0622.062271881,821,3$991,2181seilrevaW ehT25
85.7560.859462597,671$786,2972sthgieH diurD/notpU35
89.3624.5671743605,573,1$922,11204nwotgiP/egalliV notgnihsaW45
04.0573.0541842501,411,1$782,3072dnalekaL/snaniW tnuoM/troptseW55

Community Statistical Area

Baltimore City 25,988 304,133 $2,151,622,436 24,943 558 47.16 46.68

NOTES:
See the EXPLANATIONS after this table for calculation considerations and definitions of these Vital Signs
* Previous versions of Vital Signs provided Workforce and Economic Development data at the zip code level. 
 In 2007, we switched to a new dataset that allowed us to analyze these indicators at the CSA level and are therefore noncomparable to previous versions of Vital Signs
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