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Open Baltimore created 
January 2011



How are people using 
Open Baltimore?



Rank in number 
of custom views

Rank in number 
of visitors

Rank in number 
of downloads

BPD Part 1 Victim Based Crime Data 1 3 3

311 Customer Service Requests 2 14 12

Vacant Buildings 3 8 17

BPD Arrests 4 2 5

911 Police Calls for Service 5 1 11

Parking Citations 6 12 23

Real Property Taxes 7 15 22

ECB Citations 8 34 27

Liquor Licenses 9 20 15

Housing Permits 10 27 44



“If we can begin to understand 
our own condition as a 
community, we’re going to have 
much more power.”
John Schladen
Howard Park resident & Open Baltimore user, March 2015



“I used to [use Open Baltimore]... I think I 
became disenchanted when I realized that 
all of the filters I made would become 
inaccurate because the data is deleted 
after a certain amount of time.”

Samantha Armacost
Medfield resident & former Open Baltimore user, July 2018



Open Baltimore data on Baltimore Brew, August 2015







Nominate a Dataset on Open Baltimore



Baltimore City Health Department Food Facility Inspection Reports



Department of Planning Community Association Directory



Board of Liquor License Commissioners for Baltimore City



Open Budget Baltimore from the Bureau of the Budget and Management Research



Open Budget Baltimore from the Bureau of the Budget and Management Research



Open Budget Baltimore from the Bureau of the Budget and Management Research



“In this hour of change, the most thorough 
investigation into a city problem made 
today may be out of date tomorrow… The 
money value of adequate data on things we 
are about to do is difficult to measure.”

Theodore Marburg, Municipal Art Society and Department of 
Legislative Reference user, February 1907



“No one person knows how many vacant 
houses are owned by the city, how many 
should be razed, how many have a known 
owner, how many are needed for other uses 
and how many are involved in some stage of 
the law enforcement process.”

Citizens Planning & Housing Association, 1965



What can we do to make data 
more useful & accessible for 
people in Baltimore?





Organize location data more 
consistently



Coordinates Address Police District Zip Code Neighborhood
Council 
District

BPD Part 1 Victim Based Crime ✅ ❓ ✅ ⛔ ✅ ⛔

311 Customer Service Requests ✅ ✅ ⛔ ✅ ✅ ⛔

BPD Arrests ❓ ❓ ❓ ⛔ ❓ ⛔

911 Police Calls for Service ❓ ❓ ✅ ⛔ ⛔ ⛔

Parking Citations ❓ ✅ ❓ ⛔ ❓ ❓

Liquor Licenses ✅ ✅ ⛔ ✅ ⛔ ⛔

Vacant Buildings ✅ ✅ ✅ ⛔ ✅ ✅

Real Property Taxes ✅ ✅ ✅ ⛔ ✅ ✅

ECB Citations ✅ ✅ ✅ ⛔ ✅ ✅

Housing Permits ✅ ✅ ❓ ⛔ ✅ ❓



Priotize accessibility and 
education



codeMap from Baltimore Housing



400 block of E. Lorraine Avenue on codeMap



Provide meaningful and useful 
opportunities for feedback
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Data sources for 
this presentation

Public asset inventory including only community views 

(Data from June 29, 2018)

Public asset inventory excluding community and 

derived views (Data from June 29, 2018)

Twitter search for @OpenBaltimore

Timeline on data in Baltimore (Google Sheet)

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1lyEHlaM-9hPfp38h8K_IMuK7kG9OD9_T9wfTuwXkAZ8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1lyEHlaM-9hPfp38h8K_IMuK7kG9OD9_T9wfTuwXkAZ8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1URIuecV0SMCQN0NAkzZjH6O89qaZ4c3JL6yNh5aj7nk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1URIuecV0SMCQN0NAkzZjH6O89qaZ4c3JL6yNh5aj7nk/edit?usp=sharing
https://twitter.com/search?f=tweets&vertical=default&q=%40OpenBaltimore&src=typd
https://cdn.knightlab.com/libs/timeline3/latest/embed/index.html?source=1pflqm9xKafOmsGlSVyL4ORdr1A65v0EnTTChMid8TQM&font=Default&lang=en&initial_zoom=2&height=650
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1pflqm9xKafOmsGlSVyL4ORdr1A65v0EnTTChMid8TQM/edit#gid=0

