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What does a data journalist do?

- Primarily talks to data. 

- When talking to people, they talk about data.

- Analyzes data at scale using complex technical tools.

- Acquires data from public sources, sometimes by 

brute force.



The Process

- But this one leaves out character, 

which, seriously, it starts with a C and 

everything



How can data make a story better?
- Data can find new stories 

and make existing stories strong

- Provides empirical, verifiable 

Information that adds power to

anecdotes

- Provides a roadmap to characters 

and places that make for powerful 

narratives



Sometimes the story can be simple



Other times they can be much more complex



Reproduce our work
- We strive to make our work reproducible.

- Not only do we publish detailed methodology, 

we release the code needed to replicate our 

findings.



Analyzed death and 
autopsy data to find 
unprecedented 
overdose epidemic
Analysis found almost 6,000 deaths in 6 

years, the highest rate of overdose death of 

any major American city.



Noticed 
generational trends 
in deaths
The same cohort of Black men born 

between 1950 and 1970 have died more 

than anyone else. Remove these men and 

Baltimore’s rate looks much more normal.



Black migration to 
the suburbs
2020 Census data was crosswalked to city 

neighborhoods and county planning 

districts to show Black migration. Showed 

Black population loss in the Black Butterfly 

is not offset by other population gains.



Identified youth 
gun violence trend 
in October
Identified the Baltimore trend before the 

national trend was identified.



Analyzed every 
citation heread in 
the citation docket
We hand entered data from every citation 

using a form created by a data journalist. 

Then a data journalist analyzed the data for 

trends.



Made our 
precinct 
shapefile
State did not have shapefiles for 

Maryland precincts, so we 

made our own using voronoi 

shapes (Dirichlet tessellation.)



Questions?


