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Archives

Maryland State Archive, Annapolis

University of Baltimore Archives

Thurgood Marshall Law Library, Annapolis

Enid Pratt Central Library, Baltimore

Baltimore City Archives, Special Collections
Hornbake Library, University of Maryland
NAACP online archival records

Newspapers: The Afro-American, Baltimore Sun,
Chronicling America









Data Analysis of Historical Documents

P STATE OF MARYLAND—CERTIFICATE OF DEATH /I 5. 1)
isg :.rue: ,' -—_
¥3g 0 Awy»‘ i Rogursion oot L 4D
|y _!‘ix} ""'"'“' 557 m: e e o s i e B Nl o
N 2 Loagh of rewitmns 0 oy ot ot whene e - - --q-n-n-q-ms’ "~ - -~
§< || = o wame. Paed. [An, Ao, S
g (0) BMesidence: Mo & . o s -, Wert » T i
if; _ PERSONAL AND STATISTICAL FPARTICULANS — _MEDICAL CERTIFICATE OF QEATH =i
éi'.& 1'7;'&} -?::::L I.I-L . e 71. DATE OF DEATH T/Y/ 4 .m(Zo,
J‘ -. “‘A k ‘nlj ;
ié ;g’ .‘3-1 ?"}f/‘-‘ - '6“#‘.' CF"'W z
= E:{ L BATE o W P JLC ? /7’7 u—-tk . .‘lr‘( joa mq [ -
B H i Rl DA
23k o T, s, T dantl oot o cnidntt cantlosll Los i
E EJI? § . dz:-::-n:t-:- Attt 0'41"_4.. {/ / { Sy
g i EEsE— P ‘f‘ i R
Fi=y g V5 Dot o wlat & ’ o Seuttine tom) "“‘““““:‘L "'"‘:__.":"“‘;": R
E ggi [ e oo - 5 - ..:“,,. g e
z. 4 _" :m&-m ey Ih‘L,L IR WSRO VOIRL S ISRV ot
g;{g_ ig‘;i‘.-.‘,_"”m_)__.am.. I T AR |
= % | i = uur:xau.--m A | oesorasss staarshsesinsmen NN =
E.‘:i = L3 o e o5 -lu-h-u.av ;_"____-:l.c-%___‘
P Rl . M.\.-www - n'.‘—h--—d—umncn-u—n'.—
.zi § o | e, e, o b PR L L EUUEIRPRRIRN | S
& eipbaei = S
Ei;g : ot ‘.«“.—‘*' AT
E =; P " ‘mng—é& LRy A o AT 5 T Y ="
iz S
; ilﬁ& ‘-..:-“y:aum .‘fi».\-vvvuq. : ':::";"T"""""';;-"—-‘ .
21 el Mﬁ’duf;%. e S iV -
U mae bambs wv aonbed. vide P e pe— T



Historical document to structured data

B Ames Jr, Fred .txt

Fields,Results
Registration Dist. No.,b 240
1. PLACE OF DEATH County,Prince Georges
1. PLACE OF DEATH Village or City,Cheltenham
1. PLACE OF DEATH No.,
1. PLACE OF DEATH St.,
1. PLACE OF DEATH Ward,
1. PLACE OF DEATH Length of residence in city or town where death occurred yrs.,
1. PLACE OF DEATH Length of residence in city or town where death occurred mos.,
1. PLACE OF DEATH Length of residence in city or town where death occurred ds.,
1. PLACE OF DEATH If U, S. Veteran, specify WAR,
2. FULL NAME,Fred Ames
2. (a) Residence: No.,
2. (a) Residence: St.,
2. (a) Residence: Ward,
2. (a) Residence: (Usual place of abode),
2. (a) Residence: If nonresident give city or town and State,
3. SEX,Male
4. COLOR OR RACE,Colored
5. SINGLE, MARRIED, WIDOWED, OR DIVORCED,Single
S5a. If married, widowed or divorced HUSBAND of (or) WIFE of,
6. DATE OF BIRTH (month, day, and year),Dec 8-1919
7. AGE Years,19
7. AGE Months,1
AGE Days,24
AGE IF LESS than 1 day, ...hrs. or ...min.,
Trade, profession, or particular kind of work done, Inmate
Industry or business in which work was done,
Date deceased last worked at this occupation (month and year),
Total time (years) spent in this occupation,
BIRTHPLACE (city or town),Md
BIRTHPLACE (State or country),
FATHER NAME,Fred Ames Sr
FATHER BIRTHPLACE (city or town),Md
FATHER BIRTHPLACE (State or country),
MOTHER MAIDEN NAME,Unknown
. MOTHER BIRTHPLACE (city or town),Unknown
MOTHER BIRTHPLACE (State or country),
INFORMANT ,Supt. Cheltenham School for Boys
INFORMANT (Address),
BURIAL, CREMATION, OR REMOVAL,Burial
Place,Cemetery
Date,Feb 3, 1939




Analysis - Annual Reports
—Manually extracted death count from
Cheltenham annual reports

—Al extraction would have been messy
—Manually verified extracted data

—Aligned death totals with death certificate data

—Ela Jalil and Tiasia Saunders

-~

- 3¢473

M3
Annual Report

or THE

BOARD OF MANAGERS




Cheltenham's death count is nine times higher than
Hickey's
Nineteen boys died at Cheltenham in 1895, which the facility attributed to high

rates of tuberculosis, typho-malaria and the "shattered condition of the health of
some when received.
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Source: Biennual reports, Death certificates » Graphic by Ela Jalil
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“l jJust wanted their story to be told, and | didn't
really know how to go about doing that, so |
thought, well, | can at least... I'll put it on the
internet, and then when people find it, maybe
someone can... will do something about it."

-Rosie Clark
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Genealogical Research/Descendent Searches
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The Blagmond family originated within a rural
community probably not far from where they once lived
as slaves and remained as share croppers. They were

poor, uneducated owning very small homesteads in
Essex County, VA.



Euﬁhey were a tight-knit family community who migrated
north in small groups with a hope to survive better than
they could at home. There are no records of incarcerations
or criminal histories, just poor people trying to find a place
where they could work for adequate food and shelter.

Cheryl Hill-Herder
distant cousin of Blagmond



Many Cheltenham boys came from West Baltimore

Archival documents show the addresses of some 160 boys from Baltimore City who were sent to House of Reformation for Colored Boys at
Cheltenham in 1938 and in 1945, Many came from Black neighborhoods that were redlined, which is a denial of financial services, beginning
in the 1930s.

Hover over the icon to see the specific address.
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DOWN ON MARYLAND’S CLUB FARM—Group of boys coming from work at
Maryland House of Reformation at Cheltenham. Many complaints have come
recently about brutal treatment of boys by white guards.

for guards to strike boys.

{rom the institution _ al men
John Pyles, white superintendent, says it's all rigl:t

Photo by The Afro-American



The Investigation: Health

e Aline Behar Kado, Mira Beinart and | investigated
tuberculosis outbreaks at Cheltenham

e Reporting drew on health records, historical documents
and expert interviews

e Our question: Were these deaths preventable?



Tuberculosis deaths surged in Cheltenham from early to mid 1900s
B Total Deaths @ Deaths Caused by Tuberculosis

Total deaths
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Source; Cheltenham annual reports; Death certificates » Molecule Jongwilai / Capital News Service
Hover over the dots to see the number



Methodology

e Joined the Cheltenham team this spring,
e Built on a death certificate database originally built by Professor Wells and

Nicole Ramos

o Our class's contribution: expanded the dataset to capture parents' names, enabling
genealogical research

e Anchored our analysis in death certificate records
o One of the strongest, most countable records available from this era

e Core approach: comparing Cheltenham to its white counterpart facility to test
whether a real disparity existed

e Limitation: historic records are incomplete
o "atleast 86 boys" is a floor, not a precise count



What we found: The scope

e At least 86 boys died of tuberculosis at Cheltenham between 1887 and 1936

o Analysis of death certificate records
e All-white counterpart (House of Refuge, now Hickey School) reported an

estimated 26 deaths total, from all causes, over the same 60-year span
o There were no more than a dozen were TB cases, most of which ended in recovery

e Black Marylanders were dying of tuberculosis at roughly twice the rate of
white Marylanders statewide by 1916

o Cheltenham's numbers reflect a much sharper disparity



Black and nonwhite Marylanders faced high
tuberculosis death rates

Deaths per 100,000 people ¥ Maryland-White @ Maryland-Non White @ United States
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Source: Vital Statistics Rates in the U.S., 1900-1940 « Chart: Mira Beinart, Rob Wells and

Zaka Hossain



What we found: Conditions

e Boys slept back-to-back in crowded dormitories with poor ventilation
o Conditions grand jury reports directly linked to disease spread

e Bathing was limited to once a week, often with shared towels
e For years, Cheltenham had no full-time physician; a 1934 review found the
facility's "nurse" was a former plumber and factory worker with no formal

medical training
e A 1935 grand jury visit described patients "waiting for death" in an unstaffed

hospital ward



Cheltenham

NO. 5 DORMITORY



Hickey

A COTTAGE DORMITORY



What we found: Accountability

e Independent monitors (grand juries, the Child Welfare League of America)
flagged conditions for years, as early as 1926
e Even when transfer to treatment was proposed, the state's only Black

sanatorium (Henryton) refused to accept Cheltenham boys
o 1929 letter from the hospital's superintendent

e One 1934 Cheltenham report stated plainly that the health conditions "cannot
be condemned too strongly”



Forced Labor - Haley and Isabella

Two Days of Rlotmg at Md. Reform School
A group of boys ut Cheltenham, Md., Reforma tory who do farm work. They complained
they were given oatmeal (unsweetcned) for br eakfast, cabbage for dinner and prunes for
supper with three slices of bread. This is a private mstmmon which the State takes over
October L



The Investigation: Forced Child Labor

e Reviewed 60+ years of records (1873—1937): Cheltenham annual reports,
Baltimore grand jury reports, and Afro-American coverage

e Boys performed manual labor from day one: farm work, broom binding, chair
caning, basket weaving, stocking knitting, some as young as 7

e Schooling took a back seat: half-day school per 1883/1895 reports; 1930
grand jury called it "a farce"

e Practice's roots: MD indentured 3,000+ Black children post-emancipation;
Cheltenham revived it 6 years later



Findings

e Broom factory flagged as fire hazard 7+ times (1926-1937); poor ventilation
risked TB/respiratory disease

e 1930 fire destroyed part of the factory; it stayed operational for years after

e Contractlabor = up to 15% of revenue (1926); state funded Cheltenham far
below Hickey ($15K vs. $135,360)

e Former inmates paid little/nothing; one recalled being "worked just like slaves"

e Outside pressure built for a decade; grand juries kept flagging problems after
1937 takeover
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